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new park—“where God sat when he made America”—contained “three‐score glaciers within its borders [that] are slowly and silently grinding away at their epochal task.”60 On their second day in the backcountry, the newspapermen climbed from Avalanche Basin to Sperry Glacier. “The scramble back over the rock to the glacier begins,” recalled Dillon.    All along its face are thin‐lipped caverns that look like hungry, yawning mouths, so much so that one does not venture inside them. They have a cruel, snarling twist, as if they would ask nothing better than to crush flesh and bone. And they end a darkness, deep and forbidding, that gives out moans and sobs. Inside, some ice‐imprisoned wind is vainly beating against its chill bars, sobbing for the sunlight and the pines. […] [The crevasses] are deep, sinister clefts, that lie like traps, terrifying by their sheer depth, although a man may stand astride them and could hardly fall into one. Down below, in the chill depths, the wind is hissing through icy teeth, shrill and sharp. A sort of fascinating terror holds the spectator until raindrops fall in cupfuls and spur him upward and onward.61   One of Dillon’s companions, W.O. Chapman of the Chicago Evening Post, told a remarkably different story about Sperry Glacier. “There was the glacier at the very hands of the explorers,” Chapman wrote. “It was acres of snow and ice. Glad they had kept at their grueling task until the end, the amateurs disported themselves like boys on this August snowfield. […] The explorers walked out on it for a quarter of a mile and threw snowballs.”62 Edward Frank Allen offered a similarly playful account of an expedition to Sperry Glacier in 1913.    Finally the glacier is reached, and unless you are something more—or less—than human, you will reach down for a handful of the snow that covers the ice beneath, and pelt your nearest neighbor with it, thinking the while how you will tell the people back home of the day in June, or July or August, when you indulged in the luxury of a snowball fight. ‘They won’t believe it,’ you muse whimsically, ‘but it makes a good story.’63                                                          60 Dillon, Over the Trails of Glacier National Park, 5. 61 Ibid, 20. 62 Chapman, The Diary of an Amateur Explorer, 13. 63 Allen, “The Greatness of Glacier National Park,” 65. 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And so it’s an opportunity to set an example about social justice, about restoration, about healing, about being intentional and deliberate and what we do as educators and realizing our power and recognizing it. That we have a huge amount of power in what we teach and how we teach it, and who we include or who we exclude.69   “How much do you know about your Indian neighbors?” Cajune asked the audience during her keynote speech at the Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Missoula in 2003.   Truly the Indian Wars are continuing. They are being fought in courtrooms all across America. We need to restore America's memory, teach its collective memory, so that with the enlargement of their minds, we can get enlargement of their humanity as well.70   In collaboration with KSKC Public TV, Cajune produced another short video, “The Allotment Act on the Flathead Reservation,” which was included in the traveling trunk. The video used clips from an earlier film, “The Place of the Falling Waters,” produced by Roy Bigcrane and Thompson Smith in 1991, which chronicled the construction of Kerr Dam on the lower Flathead River in the 1930s.71 The final chapter of Cajune’s film, composed from entirely new footage, focused on the present‐day legacy of allotment and homesteading. It briefly described the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, which formally ended the allotment era (1887‐1934). The fact that Native controlled lands within the United States had been reduced by sixty‐five percent during that period was unchanged by the new federal policy. For the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Nation—the first tribe to reconstitute itself under the terms of the IRA—the act was “not a wholly positive                                                         69 Julie Cajune, Montana Tribes Digital Archive Project, Transcript of interview with Regional Learning Project, Continuing Education, University of Montana, 2007, accessed June 20, 2013, http://www.montanatribes.org/digital_archives/matrix_eu6.php?page=eu/eu6. 70 Rob Chaney, “Struggle continues,” Missoulian (January 21, 2003). 71 A 20th anniversary screening of the award‐winning documentary film was held on April 22, 2011 at Salish Kootenai College (SKC). The screening was accompanied by a panel discussion moderated by SKC President Luana Ross. Panelists included Tony Incashola (Salish‐Pend d'Oreille Culture Committee), Vernon Finley (Kootenai Culture Committee), Brian Lipscomb (CSKT Energy Department), and the tribe’s lead negotiator on water rights Clayton Matt (CSKT Natural Resources Department). 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EPILOGUE   Possibility is not a luxury; it is as crucial as bread.1       — Judith Butler, 2004  One of the stunning things about the present is the extent to which the prospect and affect of revolutionary social change have been blanked from the imaginary of political possibility.2        — Neil Smith, 2008  We figure and find stories, which can be thought of as maps or paradigms in which we see our purposes defined; then the world drifts and our maps don’t work anymore, our paradigms and stories fail, and we have to reinvent our understandings, and our reasons for doing things. Useful stories, I think, are radical in that they help us see freshly. They are like mirrors in which we see ourselves reflected. That’s what stories are for, to help us see for ourselves as we go about the continual business of reimagining ourselves. If we ignore the changing world and stick to some story too long, we are likely to find ourselves in a great wreck.3     — William Kittredge, 1996    So here at this juncture of history, we are in desperate need of another story, one that answers the question, what is a just society?, one of kinship, of the kind that has been told in Native American societies for thousands of years.4      — Eric Cheyfitz, 2011    The truth about stories is that that’s all we are.5      — Thomas King, 2005   The story told in this dissertation began with a rather unassuming geologic road sign atop the Continental Divide at Marias Pass along scenic U.S. Route 2 in northwestern Montana, and it concluded with a mislabeled map at the very same rest area. In this sense, the long and complex story has come full circle. Like Chief Mountain, Marias Pass is a fitting location for this to occur given its historical and                                                         1 Judith Butler, Undoing Gender (New York: Routledge, 2004), 29.  2 Neil Smith, Uneven Development: Nature, Capital, and the Production of Space (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2008), 266. 3 Kittredge, Who Owns the West?, 158‐59. Kittredge continues, “It’s happening all over the American West, right now, as so many of our neighbors attempt to live out rules derived from old models of society that simply reconfirm their prejudices.” 4 Cheyfitz, “What Is a Just Society?,” 306. 5 Thomas King, The Truth About Stories: A Native Narrative (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005), 2. 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present‐day significance as both a natural and cultural contact zone.6 The tidiness of this narrative, however, should not imply a full accounting of unconnected connections. If anything, it is intended to evoke myriad other relations, both real and possible. Between the geologic road sign and the mislabeled map at Marias Pass, this story explored the linkages between new conservation geographies and spaces of indigeneity, and the intersections of primitive accumulation and settler colonialism as structures and ongoing processes. In addition, it considered the conjunction of vanishing Indians and glaciers at Glacier National Park and the conjunction of commemorative practices associated with the creation of a park and the destruction of a reservation. Despite returning to its beginnings, then, this story only hints at the degree of complexity of this dialectical landscape. Therefore, this brief epilogue serves more as an opening than a closing. After all, the Marias Pass we have returned to is not the same one we departed from.7 In telling this story about the Alberta/Montana borderlands, I have endeavored to participate in the “politics of thick life,” which arise when “the density of social representation is increased to meet the density of actual social worlds,” while also suggesting that this life is far thicker than prevailing imaginative geographies (including my own) indicate.8 The politics of connectivity, I argue, are one of the means by which this thickness can be approached, if not apprehended. This story has demonstrated how participating robustly in the politics of connectivity and engaging substantively with the politics of indigeneity can cultivate a capacious political imagination. Bigness of this sort is necessary if we are to                                                         6 Mary Louise Pratt defines contact zones as “social spaces where disparate cultures meet, clash, and grapple with each other, often in highly asymmetrical relations of domination and subordination—such as colonialism and slavery, or their aftermaths as they are lived out across the globe today” (7). Later, she writes, “It invokes the space and time where subjects previously separated by geography and history are co‐present, the point at which their trajectories now intersect. The term ‘contact’ foregrounds the interactive, improvisational dimensions of imperial encounters so easily ignored or suppressed by accounts of conquest and domination told from the invader’s perspective. A ‘contact’ perspective emphasizes how subjects get constituted in and by their relations to each other. It treats the relations among colonizers and colonized, or travelers and ‘travelees,’ not in terms of separateness, but in terms of co‐presence, interaction, interlocking understandings and practices, and often within radically asymmetrical relations of power” (8). Pratt, Imperial Eyes, 7‐8. 7 “The reorientation stimulated by the conceptualization of the rocks as on the move,” Doreen Massey argues, “leads even more clearly to an understanding of both place and landscape as events, as happenings, as moments that will be again dispersed.” Massey, “Landscape as a Provocation,” 46. 8 Povinelli, The Empire of Love, 21. 
  402 
construct (and respond to) a fiercely urgent now that is not an island but rather is deeply entangled with other places and other times.9  Moreover, this story has sought to both theorize and practice the politics of connectivity in a settler colonial landscape. In addition to demonstrating that “connections are elaborated in some registers even as they are disavowed in others,” it has examined precisely how these connections are elaborated and disavowed within a settler colonial context.10 By historicizing space and spatializing history, my primary concern has been to show how the way we imagine space—how we decipher the politics of connectivity—constrains and/or expands our sense of political possibility and our visions of justice. What we allow to be (seen) in relation, in other words, structures our historical imagination, geographical imagination, and political imagination. How we draw relations thus influences the kinds of stories we are able to tell and hear.  Through a series of juxtapositions, I have attempted to show as much as to 
say how “unconnected connections” are produced and maintained.11 The Intertribal Justice Park is the culmination of this strategy. It can be understood as a performative critique in the sense that it practices connectivity otherwise; and by so doing seeks to open space for other politics to take place.12 Like the view from Chief Mountain, the Intertribal Justice Park helps us see the possible in the real and also the real in the possible. It also helps us to see dispossession and possession anew; not as mutually exclusive conditions but as intersecting and ongoing processes. 
                                                        9 Byrd, The Transit of Empire, 5. 10 Gregory, The Colonial Present, 255‐56. 11 Reflecting on Allan Pred’s experimental montages and creative geographies, Shiloh Krupar notes that he always asked his students to consider “what specific devices [they are] deploying to show rather than say” (817). In a playful “Predhead” Public Service Announcement (PSA), Krupar argues that the time is now for cultural studies to be “practiced as performance art”—to construct “a pedagogy that shows rather than says; that performs what it names” (818). Shiloh Krupar, “Pred’s workshop,” Progress in Human Geography, Vol. 31, No. 6 (2007), 817‐819. 12 Kandice Chuh, Imagine Otherwise: On Asian Americanist Critique (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2003). For more on performative critique see the Hemispheric Institute of Performance and Politics, accessed June 20, 2013, http://hemisphericinstitute.org/hemi/. For more on performative critique vis‐à‐vis the “decolonial” see Walter D. Mignolo, The Darker Side of Western Modernity: Global 
Futures, Decolonial Options (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2011); Escobar, Territories of 
Difference. 
  403 
The politics of connectivity have been colonized and countless forms of connection have undoubtedly been dispossessed.13 However, numerous forms of connection have not been dispossessed. (Figures 8.1 and 8.2) Not only has the settler colonial project failed to eliminate indigenous peoples, it has also failed to eliminate indigenous modes of connectivity. The durability of aboriginal possession, I argue, is predicated on these enduring and evolving forms of connection, whereas the precariousness of white possession is conditional on the disavowal of these same connections.14 The latter relies on a tangled web of spatial and temporal borders to bisect the landscape, release dialectical tension, and circumscribe political possibility. The legitimacy of white possession, in other words, is contingent on the preservation of unconnected connections. In contrast, the Justice Park can be seen as a consequence of recognizing “unconnected connections.” In this case, recognition does not bring new worlds into being so much as it affirms already existing and always evolving worlds.  How can we make justice a central part of the stories we tell about landscape? How can we foreground (and problematize) justice in the struggle to construct and confuse borders? Ten years have passed since the geographer George Henderson called for a new concept of landscape that is fully embedded in a framework of social justice:    [V]ery worthwhile for new conceptions and studies of landscape will be a discourse that defines landscape as a necessary and integral component of reconstructed, more just social relations. What is also needed is a concept of landscape that helps point the way to those interventions that can bring about much greater social justice. And what landscape study needs even more is a concept of landscape that will assist the development of the very idea of social justice.15                                                         13 Sparke, “Geopolitical Fears,” 346. 14 Povinelli, Economies of Abandonment; Moreton‐Robinson, Sovereign Subjects. 15 George L. Henderson, “What (Else) We Talk About When We Talk About Landscape,” in Chris Wilson and Paul Groth, Everyday America: Cultural Landscape Studies After J.B. Jackson (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003), 196. Don Mitchell echoes Henderson’s call in a 2003 report on the state of landscape research. “Landscape is too important to be allowed, any longer, to be the dreamwork—or the groundwork—of empire,” Mitchell writes. “Landscape studies must be dedicated to seeing that landscape becomes the groundwork—and dreamwork—of justice.” Don Mitchell, “Cultural landscapes: just landscapes or landscapes of justice?” Progress in Human Geography, Vol. 27, 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 The story that I have told responds to Henderson’s call, insisting that settler colonialism, the politics of indigeneity, and the politics of connectivity are all essential to any concept of landscape that aspires to develop the idea of social justice. In a fundamental sense, the politics of indigeneity can be understood as the politics of connectivity. Described by Wendy Brown as “a practice of responsible relations between generations,” justice can likewise be construed as the praxis of connectivity.16 Visions of justice and political possibility are embedded—sometimes explicitly, other times implicitly—in the construction, preservation, and transgression of borders, including spatial, temporal, material, and discursive boundaries. This is true, I suggest, regardless of whether or not these visions are acknowledged or recognized.17  Like Chief Mountain, Marais Pass is a place from which “to envision a different and less hostile order of relationships.”18 It too offers clues about refiguring temporal and spatial relations. Chief Mountain and Marias Pass, however, are not unique in this regard. Indeed, the dialectical landscape is full of such clues. Virtually anywhere can serve as a platform for reimagining the landscape and participating in the politics of connectivity. In the summer of 2012, a series of six new interpretive signs were installed on a bluff overlooking Milltown State Park, each one focusing on a different aspect of the site’s history: A Cultural Landscape of Ancient & Continuing Importance; The Rise of Industry & the Fate of the Rivers; A Flood’s Legacy; Finding a Solution; Restoring a Natural Path; and Building a River’s Future. (Figure 8.3) Located at the confluence of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivers a few miles east of Missoula, the                                                         No. 6 (2003), 793. Doreen Massey’s argument about space vis‐à‐vis the sphere of the political resonates with Henderson’s questions about landscape vis‐à‐vis justice. “Indeed it is part of my argument,” Massey writes, “not just that the spatial is political […], but rather that thinking the spatial in a particular way can shake up the manner in which certain political questions are formulated, can contribute to political arguments already under way, and—most deeply—can be an essential element in the imaginative structure which enables in the first place an opening up to the very sphere of the political.” Massey, For Space, 9. 16 Brown, Politics Out of History, 147. 17 See Cheyfitz, “What Is a Just Society?” 18 Haraway, Primate Visions, 15. 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park itself won’t officially open until 2014, but visitors to the overlook can already get a panoramic view of the future park and learn about its evolution from dam to Superfund site to state park.19 (Figure 8.4) The first sign in the series stretches this timeline deeper into the past as well as into the future. “A Cultural Landscape of Ancient & Continuing Importance” features a detailed map of the region with Salish place‐names. (Figure 8.5) The Blackfoot‐Clark Fork confluence, for example, is labeled “Nayccstm,” which translates to “Place of Big Bull Trout.” The sign also includes a photograph of Agnes Pokerjim Paul and a group of Salish‐Pend d’Oreille elders and students on a tribal geography field trip to the Bonner‐Milltown area. “For thousands of years, the Clark Fork River watershed has been part of the vast aboriginal territories of the Salish and Pend d’Oreille people, whose sustainable way of life and respect of the natural world helped ensure an abundance of resources for future generations,” the sign reads. “They lived comfortably as hunters, fishers, and gatherers, moving with the seasons, drawing from a profound knowledge of plants and animals.” The sign also describes the 1855 Hellgate Treaty, in which tribal leaders ceded ownership of parts of their aboriginal territories to the United States. “The chiefs reserved from cession—as sovereign tribal territory—the Flathead and Bitterroot reservations. They also reserved, on the ceded lands, the perpetual right to hunt, fish, gather plants, and pasture their animals. Today, elders continue to pass down to younger generations the vital importance of places like the Place of the Big Bull Trout.” The last sign in the series is titled “Building a River’s Future.” (Figure 8.6) Forward‐looking, it notes that seeds from native plants, uncovered after spending a century buried beneath more than 20 feet of mud, have started to grow. In addition, the sign describes the process of “restoring indigenous species—and ways of life.”   The damming of the Clark Fork and Blackfoot Rivers in 1908 was one chapter in the transformation of western Montana, in which indigenous ways of life                                                         19 Constructed in 1908, the Milltown Dam powered nearby lumber mills that served the famous Butte copper mines. By the early 1980s the dam was listed by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as one of the country’s first Superfund sites due to arsenic contamination of local groundwater. A decades‐long process of cleanup and restoration ensued, including removal of the dam in 2008. 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and native plants and animals were pushed to the brink. In recent decades, within and beyond the Flathead Indian Reservation, the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes have worked to revitalize their traditional cultures and to heal a landscape damaged by over a century of abuse. Here at Milltown, the tribes—exercising their rights to off‐reservation resources reserved under the 1855 Hellgate Treaty—work as crucial partners in the removal of the dam and the recovery of the upper Clark Fork River system.   The interpretive signs highlight the durability of aboriginal possession, offering clues about how the land can function “as system of reciprocal relations and obligations.”20 In short, they suggest a profoundly different form of connectivity. On its website, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks describes the new park in optimistic terms: “The hopeful story of the Milltown Dam removal and a river’s return offers an opportunity to explore America’s changing relationship to the land as well as the benefits that river restoration yields for Montana’s families and communities. Whether you come to play or to learn, there will be a lot to do at Montana’s newest state park.”21 It remains to be seen if and how the hopeful story of a rivers’ return will contribute to “ushering in an era of peaceful co‐existence.”22 How will the perennial struggle between native indigeneity and settler indigeneity be waged? Will the park become a space for transformative praxis? What can it “teach us about living our lives in relation to one another and the natural world in non‐dominating and non‐exploitative terms.”23 One thing is certain; the park will remain an integral part of a cultural landscape of ancient and continuing importance to the Salish and Pend d’Oreille people. This fact—the fact of possession—must be part of the foundation of our geographical imaginations as we strive to prefigure and create new spaces, including parks, that foster just and peaceful co‐existence. Emphasizing possession takes us “a step closer to seeing the multilayered, postcolonial world in which we may well be living.”24 
                                                        20 Coulthard, “Subjects of Empire?,” 19‐20. 21 Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, “Milltown State Park,” accessed June 20, 2013, http://stateparks.mt.gov/milltown/. 22 Coulthard, “Subjects of Empire,” 456. 23 Coulthard, “Subjects of Empire?,” 19‐20. 24 Bruyneel, The Third Space of Sovereignty, 228. 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Figure 8.1 Historical marker along US Highway 93 in the Bitterroot Valley 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Figure 8.2 Historical markers along US Highway 93 in the Bitterroot Valley 
  409 
 
 
Figure 8.3 Bluff overlooking Milltown State Park 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Figure 8.4 Bluff overlooking Milltown State Park 
  411 
 
 
Figure 8.5 Milltown State Park 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Figure 8.6 Milltown State Park 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